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that the prestige of the Empire was for ever lowered in the eyes
of the Balkan nations. Constantinople became an attainable
goal. Yet Krum was not to achieve it, nor were any of his
successors. The Empire was saved by its admirable organiza-
tion and by the walls of its city.
War lasted till Krum's death in 814, on the eve of his
second expedition against Constantinople. The capital
remained unconquered; but he had achieved enough. In the
course of the war he had destroyed one by one the great
imperial fortresses that hemmed him in, and thus made for
Bulgaria an untrammelled passage into Macedonia. Only
Adrianople and Mesembria, the guardians of Thrace, were
rebuilt by the Emperor. Krum had united Pannonian with
Balkan Bulgaria. He apparently performed considerable
works of internal reorganization and made a simple codifica-
tion of the laws. With material stolen from the churches and
villas of the Bosphorus and with captive architects he made
himself palaces worthy of a great king. When he died
Bulgaria was one of the great powers of Europe*
Krum's son Omortag (815-31) made a Thirty Years
Peace with the Empire. He wished to consolidate his father's
conquests; he feared for his eastern frontier on the Dniester,
where the Magyars were pressing; and his territorial
ambitions lay in the north-west, in Croatia, where he opposed
successfully the Carolingian Franks. His internal policy was,
it seems, to enhance his own glory as ruler and to encourage
his Slav subjects,, playing them off against the aristocratic
Bulgars in the interest of his autocracy, a policy probably
initiated by Krum. Meantime the peace and the size of his
realm gave wonderful opportunities for trade; merchants
from the Empire passed to and fro through his dominions
as far as Moravia on the north-west frontier, while Bulgarian
and Slav merchants paid visits to Constantinople. Byzantine
civilization began to spread through Bulgaria, at first in the
form of luxuries for the richer classes. But with the mer-
chants came missionaries; and Christianity began to be
known in Bulgaria particularly amongst the Slavs. The
Bulgar authorities disapproved. To them Christianity seemed
merely an insidious branch of imperial propaganda. Omortag
indulged freely in persecution; but the virus slowly spread.

